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2nd National LGBT Health Summit

Press Briefing

The 2nd LGBT Health Summit with the theme Choices, Voice, Knowledge and Power, has launched registration and announced a call for abstracts and submissions. The Summit is being held in Manchester on 20th & 21st August 2007 and aims to attract 350 delegates from across the United Kingdom and the world for two days of discussion, debate and exploration. Full details can be found at www.lgbthealth.co.uk 

Choices, Voices, Knowledge and Power – Tackling the health inequalities experienced by LGBT people is about empowering choice, it’s about creating a voice and advocacy at local, regional and national level, it’s about having the knowledge to make decisions and form strategies which will make a difference for individuals and for communities and it’s about working with the system and against the system to exert influence with and without power.

The National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Summit is an opportunity to share good practice, research and evidence base, ideas and debates, successes and failures and learn from each other. 

The Summit is a unique opportunity for people from across the United Kingdom to come together to share, learn and explore together. The inaugural summit was held in London in 2006.

The 2007 Summit is being hosted in Manchester between the Pride Games and Manchester Pride allowing those delegates who can to spend a week enjoying one of the largest festivals of LGBT community in the UK.

Quotes:

“Unfortunately lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people still have worse health than the general population. HIV and sexual health are still issues, but higher rates of smoking, drinking and drug use are now making heart attacks, stroke and cancer killers in our communities. The summit is an essential opportunity for us to work together to tackle these issues across the country”  

Dr Justin Varney, LGBT Summit Founding Member & Gay & Lesbian Association of Doctors and Dentists 

I am delighted that the Lesbian and Gay Foundation is involved with the 2nd National LGBT Health Summit. It is vital that we are aware of the changing needs of our community so that we can continue to provide a first class service to our many diverse customers despite the challenges that we are currently faced with and those that lie ahead.  Moreover it is important that we work in partnership with other groups and organisations within the LGBT sector (and our partners elsewhere) to make sure that our communities voices are heard and that they get the information, support and services they have a right to and that they deserve.

Paul Martin, Chief Executive, LGF

“The LGBT health summit is a unique opportunity for everyone involved in the health of our community to come together and make a difference. The delivery of health care and the way it is commissioned is rapidly changing and this summit affords us the opportunity to shape its agenda. By drawing together our experience and professional judgement we can learn and move forward as a strong community. The RCN Out group is delighted to be representing the voice of nursing at such a dynamic event. As a nurse and a member of the community I feel that it is vitally important that we begin to have the discussions that will enable us to harness the knowledge and influence of nurses, doctors, community activists and leaders.”

Dominic Walsh, RCNOUT
 

"Our communities have changed their priorities dramatically in the last 10 years. LGBT people have begun to motivate each other to create not only local, but national and international networks of sporting activities and healthy lifestyle initiatives. What must happen now is for investment and financial support from the statutory sector to catch up with our enthusiasm and determination to tackle, head-on, the health inequalities we face in our diverse LGBT communities. Commissioners, the ball is in your court!"  

 Lou Englefield – Director, Pride Sports

“As a trans man I know only too well the health inequalities faced by the LGBT community when accessing front line health care. This summit breaks new ground in providing essential tools for the LGBT community to proactively engage with health care providers and the medical profession in order to influence changes in policies and attitudes. Knowledge is power and choice a basic health right - this summit will enable our voices to be effectively heard.”
Ben Thom, PFC activist and FTM London committee member

"Manchester City Council is extremely pleased to be a sponsor of the LGBT Health Summit. Local authorities have a key role to play in promoting health and wellbeing and need to ensure that the needs of their local LGBT communities are taken into account when planning and delivering services. We need to ensure that no one is denied access to local services because  of who they are. "  

Cllr Paul Fairweather Manchester City Council

Background

The summit is being developed by a steering group and support from:

The Department of Health

Terrence Higgins Trust

Gay & Lesbian Association of Doctors and Dentists

Royal College of Nursing

Lesbian & Gay Foundation

Press for Change

Manchester City Council

UNISON

The LGBT Summit website is www.lgbthealth.co.uk  the website has details from the 2006 summit and an executive summary report which highlights some of the health inequalities experienced by LGBT people.

