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Working Together for
Optimal Testing and Earlier Care




Diary note
25 years on, HIV infections peak again in Europe
Almost 2.2 million Europeans and Central Asians now live with HIV or AIDS: 
More than half of them do not know it

Around 700,000 Europeans are believed to be living with HIV or AIDS and 1.5 million in neighbouring countries and Central Asia.  The proportion of those who are unaware of their infection can vary enormously, but depending on the country or region, anywhere between 35% and 70% do not know they are positive.  This makes them up to 3.5 times more likely to transmit new HIV infections. The second highest rate of new HIV infection since 1989 was recorded in 2006 - and the rate of infections in Western Europe has doubled in the last 10 years. 
Wider HIV testing and care is critical to the success of HIV prevention and care efforts and urgently needs to reach individuals not aware of their infection. Early diagnosis is central to ensuring that people living with HIV get the medical treatment and care they need to stay healthy and also helps them avoid transmitting HIV to others. 
What:      From 25 to 27 November 2007, over 350 European HIV and AIDS experts will gather in Brussels to call for optimal testing conditions and recommend an action plan to improve patient outcomes, reduce HIV-related deaths, and decrease HIV incidence across Europe.
When:    Conference opening followed by a press conference on Monday 26 November 2007 at 9 am

Where:   Sheraton, 3, Place Rogier B-1210 Brussels
Who:      Mr. Markos Kyprianou, European Health Commissioner and conference Steering Committee co-chairs Dr Srdan Matic, represented by Mr. Jeff Lazarus, WHO Regional Office for Europe; Mr. Ton Coenen, AIDS Action Europe and Prof. Jens Lundgren, Faculty of Health Sciences, Copenhagen University and a Steering Committee of leading stakeholders from the HIV/AIDS arena.
To confirm your attendance at the press conference or pre-arrange an interview with Steering Committee members, please email: media@hiveurope2007.eu
About HIV in Europe 2007 – Woking together for optimal testing and earlier care.
HIV in Europe 2007 is the first conference gathering influential HIV stakeholders from European and Central Asian countries including advocates, clinicians and public health professionals/ policymakers. Delegates come from all 27 EU member states, and the WHO Europe region.
For further information, please visit http://www.hiveurope2007.eu
This event is organised by a voluntary and independent group of experts, AIDS Action Europe and the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Copenhagen, in partnership with HivEurope, European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), the Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (EHRN), the Faculty of Social Science, University of Utrecht, the European AIDS Clinical Society, the International Association of Physicians in AIDS Care (IAPAC), British HIV Association (BHIVA) and the German AIDS Society (DAIG) with the logistical support of Weber Shandwick. This conference is sponsored by Gilead Sciences, Merck Sharp & Dohme, Pfizer, Schering-Plough, Boehringer Ingelheim, GSK and the Levi Strauss Foundation.  All activities are conducted in accordance with the EFPIA and national codes of practice

