Negotiating difference and sameness: sexualities, schooling and schizoid agendas 

One-day seminar jointly funded by the British Education Research Association (Sexualities SIG) and the Journal of Education Policy


Thursday 30th October 2008

10:00am – 6.00pm

Room TBC, Institute of Education, University of London

Programme 
	Time
	Event

	9:30 – 10:00
	Arrival and coffee/tea

	10:00 – 10:45 
	Introduction: Sexualities, Schooling and Schizoid Agendas (Emma Renold and Debbie Epstein Cardiff University)

	10:45 – 11:30
	The MTV knowing child: gender and heteronormativity in the classroom (Fin Cullen (Institute of Education)

	11:30 – 11:45
	15 mins. break

	11:45 - 12:30 
	When Armani met Beckham: the challenges of reading visual culture

Rosalind Gill (Open University)

	12:30 - 1:15
	"I'm her slut and she's my whore": Hypersexualization, porno-discourses and the (im)possibilities of resignification in teen girls' negotiations of social networking sites

Jessica Ringrose (Institute of Education)

	1:15 - 2:00
	Lunch 

	2:00 - 2:45
	Multiculturalism and the gender trap: young ethnicised women and honour based violence

Veena Meetoo and Heidi Mirza (Institute of Education)

	2:45 – 3:30
	Young, posh and privileged: girls' negotiations of gender and class through the years in private schooling.

Alexandra Allan (Exeter University) and Claire Maxwell (Institute of Education)

	3:30-3:45
	15 mins. break

	3:45 -4:30
	The ‘Monstrous’ Mother?: the affective tangle of the material, maternal and imaginary.

Jane Kenway (Monash University, Australia)

	4:30 – 5:15
	Being Someone: (hetero-)masculinity and struggles over identification, recognition and abjection in a 'Social, Emotional, and Behaviour Difficulties' school for boys

Deborah Youdell (Institute of Education)

	5:15 – 5:30
	Round up and discussion of future events ... 

	5:30 til late
	Drinks/meal for those that would like to continue discussions …
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Negotiating Difference and Sameness: 

Sexualities, Schooling and Schizoid Agendas 

Discussing post-feminist liberal individualism, Rosi Braidotti argues how gender and sexual politics in neo-liberal times celebrates differences, including racial, sexual and gender differences, so long as they uphold the logic of sameness. Indeed, diversity and difference, in globalised cultural economies, have become valuable, marketable commodities with globalisation functioning through the incorporation of Otherness. Drawing on Deleuze and Guatarri’s ambitious work, ‘capitalism as schizophrenia’’, Rosi Braidotti (2006:49) conceptualizes this paradoxical “simultaneous displacement and refixing” of binary oppositions as “one of the most problematic aspects of contemporary political culture". What are the implications for sexualities research and theorising in this new political economy of Otherness? How are the paradoxes of difference and sameness, multiplicity and fixity, negotiated at the level of education policy and school cultures? 

This one-day seminar brings together an inter-disciplinary collection of scholars, from education to cultural studies, researching in the field of gender and sexualities within and beyond the school gates. Collectively the presentations will critically explore the implications for representations of schizoid socialities where queer genders and sexualities co-exist with strict and straight gender performances. For example, what does it mean for anti-homophobic and sexual bullying policies, queer literature in the primary classroom and visual representations of homoerotic masculinities to be processed alongside the reinforcement of gender norms and sexual fixity (e.g. from the hypersexualization of heterofemininity in popular culture, to the promotion of heteronormative masculinities to raise achievement)?

As each of the following titles in the programme convey, the event aims to consider a range of schizoid normativities. In particular, each presentation foregrounds the classed, gendered, racialised, and generational dynamics of what it means for children and young people to negotiate a sexualised economy of difference (multiplicity) and sameness (fixity), particularly at the intersection of 'official' policy discourse and the everyday socialities of child/youth culture and schooling. 

