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Patron: Sue Perkins

together

…an e-newsletter for the parents of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people…

Welcome to our very first e-newsletter which follows the launch of the Families Together website, www.familiestogetherlondon.com.

news

2008 was a year in which real progress was made towards improving the situation for LGBT young people in British schools. 

Following Stonewall’s successful ‘Education for All’ campaign, government guidance for schools (DCSF, 2008) was launched to help schools tackle homophobic bullying. The guidance is available online at: www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications.

It was also announced in 2008 that personal, social and health education (PSHE) in schools is to become part of the National Curriculum. This could mean that all young people receive an education that includes issues to do with sexuality, and an end to the silence about it that results in misinformation, ignorance and homophobia.

However, the statutory programmes of study for PSHE are not yet finalised and there will no doubt be many dissenting voices. FFLAG has contributed to the current consultation process, arguing the case for including LGBT issues in the curriculum. You can read more about this in the next FFLAG newsletter or on www.familiestogetherlondon.com under ‘Our Education Campaign’.

This is a very real issue for the LGBT people and their families. As parents, our views are just as legitimate as those with religious or cultural objections and we are trying to ensure that our voice is heard.

We’ll keep you informed. 

reminder

February is LGBT History Month: see www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk.

an invitation…
…is extended to all parents of LGBT people to the Annual General Meeting of Schools OUT. This will take place from 9.30am to 5.30pm on Saturday 7th February at The Drill Hall, Chenies Street (just off Tottenham Court Road). London. Nearest tubes are Goodge Street, Tottenham Court Road or Russell Square. For more details and to book a place, go to: www.schools-out.org.uk. 

The cost varies, depending on your circumstances.

All parents are welcome from any group in England, Scotland or Wales or if you don’t belong to any group at all. This is a chance for us to meet up!

If you’d like to come but it would help to have some company, e-mail: marjorie@familiestogetherlondon.com.

an appeal

We are developing the Families Together London website further with a section on world religions to provide information for parents and families who need help and support around the issue of religious belief.

We’d love to hear from you, especially if you or someone you know are experiencing difficulties with a son or daughter’s sexuality because of their religion. We’d be delighted if you could support us with further ideas for improvement, a personal story, a ‘problem’ for discussion or if you know of any helpful contacts.

did you know?

That by looking up: www.theyworkforyou.com, you can find out more about your own Member of Parliament, including his or her voting record on lesbian and gay issues. 
finally…

…Families Together London is delighted to announce that we have a new patron: Sue Perkins. Sue, Winner of TV's ‘Maestro’ competition, was recently named Entertainer of the Year for 2008 by Stonewall, who describe her as: ‘… a rare, openly lesbian role model in the public eye’.

This newsletter is supported by Families Together London: www.familiestogetherlondon.com
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e-mail marjorie@familiestogetherlondon.com if you wish to receive this newsletter, if you would like to be sent past issues, if you want to respond to any points raised in this newsletter or if you  would like your e-mail address to be removed from our mailing list.

