
Anti-Homophobic film makers win Diana Award

Anti-Bullying Champions praised with Diana Award

The Magna Carta School is delighted to announce that Duncan Lewry, Charlotte Hewitt, Hannah Wells, Cara Houghton and Molly Russell have been publicly honored with the Diana Award for their groundbreaking film Homophobia  - Our Closeted Education.

The Diana Award was established in 1999 as a legacy to Diana, Princess of Wales’ belief that young people have the power to change the world.

The Award exists to celebrate young people who support others and strive to improve their communities.  36,000 inspirational young people have received the Diana Award for demonstrating the qualities associated with the late Princess – compassion and a selfless commitment to improving the lives of others.

These 5 students are all studying the Creative and Media Diploma which is an intensive course part of the 14-19 Runnymede and Elmbridge network. They were expected to produce a film for one of the units and after extensive research, interviews with people who were victims of homophobic bullying, talking to teachers and students  &  interviews with Stonewall and Schools-out they have put together a compelling and emotive 10 minute documentary which has really hit home to students and staff across the county about the need for change. 

Duncan Lewry, One of the Diploma students from the Consortium who helped make this film said: 

“I wanted to make this video because of my past experiences. I’ve had people shouting homophobic threats and phrases at me. I’ve also had people phoning me with abuse and imitating me in a mocking fashion. This video means so much to me.  I knew we were on to something that had the capability of changing people’s lives.
“We at The Magna Carta School are extremely proud of the 2012 Creative and Media Diploma students.  The Diana Award will encourage them to continue their fantastic anti-bullying work and will hopefully inspire others to take a stand against bullying.  The Creative and Media Diploma students are delighted to receive an award in recognition of preventing homophobic bullying and supporting victims of bullying in their schools community.”

Once Award Holders receive the award they join the Diana Network, a programme offering young people the opportunity to gain valuable life skills and put these into practice with internships and work placements both in the UK.

Young people can also join the Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Programme, the ideal opportunity to speak up and become the voice of anti-bullying in their communities.

Magge Turner OBE and Chief Executive of the Diana Award said: “Diana Anti-Bullying Champions are brave and compassionate and give their time and expertise without seeking any reward for themselves.  There will be many more young people working within communities and schools across the UK that deserve this award and we welcome nominations and applications to the Diana Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Programme.  With a growing network of 36,000 Award Holders, we are building a force of young people who are committed to take social action and improve our communities.”

The students’ vision is to get this documentary into every school in the country and help schools to take the first steps towards bringing about a change in their whole school policy and to drive homophobic bullying out of schools altogether. 

Clare Erasmus, Head of Creative Media Studies at The Magna Carta School said, “So far over 140 schools in the country have ordered and used their film as a starting point to address homophobic bullying.  The students are now active campaigners and have also been invited to  speak at other schools  and two major teaching union conferences. The NUT (National Union of teachers) and the ATL (Association of Teacher’s and lecturers) about their mission. It has been amazing to see their confidence grow and to witness the power of letting young people have a voice and be heard and seeing the real positive change that they can bring about.”
For more information on the Diana Award or to make a nomination please visit – www.diana-award.org.uk
For more information about the film and to get a copy please email cerasmus@magnacarta.surrey.sch.uk    

