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Schools OUT congratulates Big Brother on its speedy response to racism.

Big Brother moved quickly to expel the Big Brother housemate who used the “N” word on the programme. They did not listen to any remarks suggesting that there was no racist intention in its use. 
 

Schools OUT knows that schools and teachers have their work continually complicated when it is suggested that there may be an excuse for discriminatory or prejudicial language if the user did not intend that a discriminatory or prejudicial outcome.

 

Schools OUT believes such a response to be nonsense.

 

Paul Patrick, co-chair, stated, “ It is excellent that Channel 4 has decided that language should be judged not on the suggested intention of the speaker but on the outcome it creates. The use of such language at best pollutes and debases any public discourse and subverts any educational intent and at worst actively oppresses members of the community referred to and gives succor to those that would do so.

 

“We at Schools OUT would now wish that all people see that the use of the word “gay” to mean dysfunctional or broken is always homophobic in its outcome and needs treating as such. We are waiting to hear that the Governors of the BBC have learnt from the courage of Channel 4 and reverse their appalling decision that such a usage is acceptable. Channel 4 at least seems to have learned from there appalling handling of the racism in Celebrity Big Brother.” 
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Notes to Editors

Schools Out has been campaigning for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans equality in education since 1974, making us one of the oldest LGBT community groups in the country. In 2005, we launched LGBT History Month – our first major project after the repeal of Section 28, to reclaim our position in the curriculum and in wider society.
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