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Working since 1974 for equality in education for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans people

News Release

Sir Ian McKellen at launch of LGBT History Month

Box office star Sir Ian McKellen took to the stage at the Drill Hall theatre in London, on Saturday 3 February, as a guest speaker at the launch of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans History Month. Now in its third year, the month has quickly become a major event in both the LGBT and education worlds.

McKellen later praised the conference for its strong panel and dynamic audience: a diverse range of teachers, artists, academics and activists all committed to the cause of LGBT equality in education. The speakers’ panel consisted of Judy Moorhouse (NUT president and GTC chair), Dr Steve Wharton (UCU joint president), and Mark Chater (QCA curriculum adviser). A Q&A session with Robert Beattie of the DfES followed. 

The atmosphere buzzed as Mz Fontaine, the UK’s first out lesbian rapper, performed songs throughout the conference. The music sensation, who is about to embark on a US tour, added to the conference’s star quality with her uplifting presence and truly provocative music.

The conference had major input this year from LGBT youth, showing that it is grounded in the feedback and opinions of the constituent groups it seeks to help. The Trans youth group Sci:dentity, Lik:T (lesbians in performance), the Albert Kennedy Trust and an audience of enthusiastic and bright young things joined forces with LGBT heroes such as Ian Mckellen, Mz Fontaine, and Persia West.

Co-chair Sue Sanders was excited by the success of the day:

‘The conference just gets better every year. The young people - in the audience and on the stage - were awesome and inspiring. We were honoured that Sir Ian could join us, and it was so sweet of him to stay and chat to everyone afterwards.’
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Notes to Editors

Schools Out has been campaigning for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans equality in education since 1974, making us one of the oldest LGBT community groups in the country. In 2005, we launched LGBT History Month – our first major project after the repeal of Section 28, to reclaim our position in the curriculum and in wider society.

Photographs from the conference are available from the Schools Out and LGBT History Month websites. 
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