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Press Release 23rd March 2007.

Alan Johnson condemns many LGBT students to two more years of misery.

Alan Johnson wants to raise the school/full-time education age to 18. His aim is laudable – to encourage young people to gain higher qualifications and more useful training. 

Yet for many young people schools are places of fear, abuse and humiliation, with a curriculum inappropriate to their needs.

We know that many LGBT young people leave school as soon as they can.

And is it any wonder?

Most of Britain’s schools are rife with trans/homophobia and deliver a curriculum that censors from it the lives and achievements of LGBT people, depriving these students of role models and any sense of their own humanity. 

Paul Patrick, Co-Chair of Schools OUT, the LGBT equality organisation in education, states, “Schools are currently very fearful places for LGBT people, be they parents, governors, staff or students. Unless there are major changes to school culture and curriculum they will remain particularly dangerous places for LGBT young people to attend. To insist they remain there for two further years is nothing more than legislating for ongoing abuse.

“If Alan Johnson wants young people to remain in full-time education post 16 he would be better to make those educational establishments welcoming to all students and celebratory of diversity with a curriculum that responds properly to all their needs. This is certainly not the situation that pertains currently!”
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