PRESS RELEASE

Pretend Families is Spare Tyre Theatre Company’s new primary school play with music,

about 3 children who find it difficult to be honest with their friends about their families.

Jojo’s parents are breaking up, Zeb has lost his parents and now lives with his Nan.

Martina has two mums. 

Increasingly same sex families are finding themselves struggling to cope within the heterosexual school context. Both primary and secondary schools are unprepared for “a family with two mums”. Pretend Families shows scenes of same-sex family life offering the audience (age 8+) a chance to glimpse – and sympathise with -  this unfamiliar situation.

Pretend Families deals with the issues of difference, acceptance, empathy, identity and is aimed at years 5 to 6 and supports key stage 2 of the curriculum. 

Pretend Families follows on from last year’s successful national secondary schools tour of Burning. In this show the lead character Leo, an avowed heterosexual, gradually begins to realise he has feelings for another boy. During the show we the audience watch the process of Leo falling in love very much against his will.  The audience (aged 11-14) engaged with the actors afterward to look at identity and community.

Here are some of the things teachers said about last year’s Burning tour:

“The actors worked in a sensitive manner and the pupils took away a great deal from the performances and workshop.” Glynis Hughes, Head of Ethnic Minority Achievement, Central Foundation Boys School.

“A thought provoking topic and I was surprised by some of the students’ reactions. It’s the first time we’ve addressed this issues – it won’t be the last!” Sarah Sawyer, Ricards Lodge School, Merton.

“It touched on a number of issues important to young people. I was surprised that so many admitted that they would have bullied in a homophobic way. 
Tanya Solokoff, Hounslow Manor School, Hounslow

“Some excellent answers came about through the thought provoking material. It’s a difficult subject to approach generally due to prejudice and lack of knowledge.”

Terry Millar, Ravens Wood School, Bromley

Pretend Families is now available for booking into Primary schools and will be touring within London and its outer regions from 5th February to 30th March 2007.

Pretend Families costs £350 per performance or £275 per show for 2 performances.

Pretend Families is approximately 1hour in length and can play to a maximum audience of

90 young people. Space requirements are a hall or drama studio.

If you have any questions or would like to book Pretend Families please contact Bid on 0207 419 7007 or email bid@sparetyretheatrecompany.co.uk
