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The David Morley Killing.

The young people found guilty of the death of David Morley had attacked others before him, yet saved their particular viciousness for an openly gay man. Whoever their victims were, their behaviour should send ripples of concern through our society. Given the age of the young people convicted, no analysis of their behaviour could exclude an assessment of the education they received in the schools they, hopefully, attended.

In schools up and down the land homophobic verbal abuse has doubled since 1984 (see Wallace - Metro). Physical attack is also frequent. Schools find it hard to challenge the homophobia that is rife within them and teachers have little or no training. The DfES has made some attempts to raise the issue by commissioning a report 'Homophobia, Sexual Orientation and Schools: a Review and Implications for Action' and publishing 'Stand Up for Us' http://www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk/cat.php?catid=1101&docid=7707.
Their funding of LGBT History Month (every February) is another way of raising the issues and developing the process of educating about LGBT people in schools.

We must, however, learn from this tragedy. 

Schools have a duty of care of all their students including those that are LGBT, that are considered so by others and that have LGBT friends and family. Schools also have an obligation to develop a curriculum that educates against homophobia and other forms of prejudice and negative discrimination. The homophobe who has his/her beliefs unchallenged by education is also a victim. Until this occurs, David Morley’s will not be the last tragedy that we have to confront. And some young people, like those convicted of his killing, will continue to see some other human beings as “fair game” in their execution of violent prejudice.
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