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News Release, 11 July 09 
Schools Out co-chair honoured with community award
Sue Sanders, co-chair of Schools Out, received an award in recognition of her lifetime’s campaigning for LGBT rights last night.

Veteran campaigner Ray Gosling presented Sue with the Derek Oyston Award at a celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Gay and Lesbian Humanist Association (GALHA) and the 40th anniversary of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality (CHE).

Derek Lennard opened the evening and talked about the crucial role of combating religious fundamentalism in the crusade for human rights.

Michael Cashman and Peter Tatchell also spoke. Tatchell gave a history of the Gay Liberation Front - describing its direct action approach, its grass roots, anti-imperialist ideology and its anarchic sexual libertarianism, while Cashman announced the arrival of LGBT History Month Europe. Although he talked about the past, he also warned of the future, given that the European Parliament has moved to the right.

Commenting on her award, Sue said:  "It's a real honour to receive this award from GALHA. We're two of the oldest groups in the community.

 "I want to pay tribute to everyone who's been involved in Schools Out over the years. Without their work, we wouldn't be the successful organisation we are today. In particular, this award should equally have gone to Paul Patrick, our other co-founder, who sadly died last year.

 "When I helped set up the London Gay Teachers' Group, in 1974, I never dreamt it would be so successful, or that I'd still be chairing.

 "It's been a rollercoaster of a ride, through the dark ages of Section 28 to the phenomenal success of our current project, LGBT History Month.

 "This year's Downing Street reception for LGBT History Month was an obvious highlight, but it means the world to receive an award from an organisation I've got so much respect for.

 "GALHA has always been a vocal opponent of anyone abusing religious privilege, to promote homophobia and transphobia in schools. I wish them a fantastic anniversary celebration and look forward to the next 30 years, campaigning alongside them."

Ends
Biography

Sue Sanders was a founder member and is currently co chair of School’s Out! www.schools-out.org.uk,  a voluntary organisation that has supported LGBT teachers, challenged homophobia for 35 years and instigated LGBT History Month. www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk

She also founded CHRYSALIS, a team of trainers that delivers training on Diversity and particularly LGBT issues in the public sector, education and the voluntary sector.

She is member of the NUT working party on LGBT issues and is a member of Southwark Anti Homophobia Forum. Sue is currently working with the Police in a variety of situations and roles including being a member of the LGBT Advisory Group to the Metropolitan Police.    She is a consultant to the Crown Prosecution Service helping them produce national policy on prosecuting homophobic crime effectively. She is also an independent advisor to the London Criminal Justice Board and the Home Office - Race for Justice Board. She is a member of the Southwark ant homophobia forum.

She regularly delivers training to the public and voluntary sector and teachers on tackling homophobia and heterosexism. Sue is widely published on both equality and LGBT issues and appears frequently in the media and as a Keynote speaker at conferences on the issues.

Further Information
Sue Sanders (co chair)         020 7635 0476      07960 493544       chairs@schools-out.org.uk
Tony Fenwick (co chair)       01582 451424       07877 194751       chairs@schools-out.org.uk
Nigel Tart (media officer)    01273 298299       07929 271977       media@schools-out.org.uk
Notes to Editors
Schools Out has been continuously campaigning for LGBT equality in education since it was established in 1974, as the London Gay Teachers’ Group. We believe this makes us the longest running such group in the world.

In February 2004, we launched LGBT History Month, our first major project since the repeal of Section 28, to reclaim our position in the curriculum and in wider society. 

www.schools-out.org.uk
www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
