Case Studies

Karen, a 24 year old French teacher from the West Midlands, says:

“I suffered immense bullying during my teacher training by the teacher who was supposed to be my mentor. The school did not take action, and allowed it to continue until I almost suffered a breakdown and attempted suicide.”

Joseph, a 37 year old P.E. teacher from Wales, says:

“Throughout my 15 years of being a P.E. teacher I have suffered a great deal of verbal abuse from pupils. I have been in staffrooms where homophobia was openly displayed. One parent actually removed her child out of school because another teacher had told her I was gay.

“I’ve had abuse shouted at me from boys and girls, all year groups, and children I didn't even teach. I've had abuse from pupils shouted to me on the streets at weekends whilst out shopping. I had numerous things written and drawn about me on paper and walls around the school. After 12 years of this and on the verge of a breakdown I took a year out and went travelling. I had progressed up the career ladder and was in a position to be applying for SMT posts. After travelling I decided the stress wasn't worth it. I no longer teach though do still work in a school as a sports coordinator, but I still suffer from homophobic bullying from the children.”

Faye, a 34 year old English teacher from Yorkshire, says:

“My partner and I both work at the same school. Staff at all levels have been extremely supportive, and treated us exactly the same as any other couple. We will be having a civil partnership ceremony in July, and staff at school are again, treating it as any other marriage, and they got us an engagement present.

“The homophobia that I encounter is pupil to pupil, usually name calling. Frequently it’s the use of homophobic language when the context is actually nothing to do with sexuality, for example, “that car’s gay”. I think it’s very important to be out at school with colleagues. It’s essential not to be seen to be hiding anything or ashamed of anything. 

“I personally do not feel comfortable coming out to pupils in my current situation, but I wish that were different. Most pupils at school do know that my partner and I are together, and have exhibited nothing more than curiosity about it, but I don't feel comfortable making references to my private life in the way that most heterosexual colleagues routinely do.”

Mark, a 42 year old science lecturer from London, says:

“My university has an important equal opportunities policy, of which much is made. Transgression against the code is taken seriously, but there is still the general underlying feeling that LGBT issues are the responsibility of the person involved to deal with when push comes to shove. This is more to do with a feeling of insecurity in management rather than discrimination. I’m currently running a number of CPD sessions for staff to help address these issues.”

Jake, a 26 year old maths teacher from Scotland, says:

“Absolutely no-one at school makes any effort to stop homophobic abuse or the use of homophobic language. There is a lack of support for even the worst ‘non-sexual’ insults towards staff, homophobic ones are simply ignored. The worst insult that students can say to each other is “faggot” or “gay boy”. This doesn't bode well for the acceptance of gay teachers, or for students to grow up feeling accepted.”

Maggie, a 30 year old art teacher from the South West, says:

“I am out to some of my colleagues and one or two pupils know that I am gay, however, most of the time I do not discuss my home life at school. I would love to come out to my colleagues and pupils and to take my partner to social events at the school, but I don't think the climate is right to do so at this point.

“I often think it’s a shame that my colleagues can talk about their summer holidays, their weddings, their newborn children, and I have to keep quiet (albeit largely self-imposed) about my life and celebrations. Some day, if I have the courage, I will do so. I plan to have a civil partnership ceremony later this year and after that, I will wear a ring, so I am prepared to start fielding questions at that time.”

David, a 24 year old trainee teacher from the North East, says:

“I am re-taking my science PGCE because I got stressed out about hiding my sexuality last year and interrupted my study. I thought I’d be able to try harder this year, but again I am getting stressed about it. 

“Furthermore, on a staff night out, rumours spread about me and again I am considering withdrawing or not pursuing a teaching career after graduation.”
