Luton Division
[image: image1.png]




	
	NUT Equalities
131a Wellington Street
LU1 5AH
Tel. 01582 451 424

	
	      E-mail: lutonnut@hotmail.co.uk



Dear Members,
NUT Survey – Prevalence of homophobia in Luton Schools

Welcome to our latest pupil behaviour survey, which seeks to measure the extent of homophobia in our nation’s schools. 

This pupil behaviour survey will allow your divisional committee a better insight into the various behavioural challenges faced by you our members. Of particular concern are those forms of discriminatory behaviour that are not presently part of the employer’s compulsory reporting system: the highly damaging and deeply offensive abuse faced by both staff our pupils predicated on the grounds of a person’s real or perceived sexual orientation.

This survey seeks to build onto that earlier evidence and endorses the work of the union and groups such as Schools OUT and Stonewall in addressing this serious issue in our schools. Luton is the tenth division in the NUT to undertake the survey. Its purpose is to identify national trends in our schools. There is no intention to single out certain schools or local authorities.
Thank you for your time and help in completing this survey. 
Sincerely,

Tony Fenwick, Equalities Officer
Q1. General Climate. Have you overheard or seen any general derogatory reference to same-sex relationships in your classroom or about school by pupils? (e.g. “this is gay!”)

	Never 
	Rarely

Once or twice a year
	Occasional 

Once or twice a term
	Sometimes 

1 or twice a week
	Common

Nearly every day

	2 (6.5%)
	7 (22.5)
	5 (16)
	6 (19.5)
	11 (35.5)


Q2. Specific pupil to pupil abuse? Have you heard or seen any specific homophobic abuse by one pupil of another pupil? [e.g. one pupil derogatory referring to another as being “gay”]
	Never 
	Rarely

Once or twice a year
	Occasional 

Once or twice a term
	Sometimes 

1 or twice a week
	Common

Nearly every day

	4 (13) 
	8 (25.5)
	6 (19.5)
	9 (29)
	4 (13)


Q3. Specific homophobia abuse of members? Have you been subject to any homophobic abuse [verbal or non-verbal] a pupil?  [e.g. being referred to as being “gay” etc]

	Never 
	Rarely

Once or twice a year
	Occasional 

Once or twice a term
	Sometimes 

1 or twice a week
	Common

Nearly every day

	23 (74)
	7 (23)
	0
	0
	1 (3)


Q4. Addressing Homophobia? Please read the following statements and tick the adjacent box to those statements with which you agree:- 

·  25 (80) I consider that homophobia is a serious issue that should not be allowed to go unchallenged in school. 

·  12 (30) I consider the school vigorously discourages homophobia in all its activities.

·  19 (60) I feel sufficiently confident about the issue to challenge pupils on the issue.

·  6 (19) I would welcome practical training on the issue of addressing homophobia in the classroom.

·  18 (58) I would welcome the adoption of a whole-school approach on the issue of addressing homophobia in the school.



When completed please return to: 
Tony Fenwick, 131a Wellington Street, Luton LU1 5AH

In the SAE provided
Teachers sent questionnaires: 289
Returned: 31
Schools covered: all LEA Secondaries, including Luton Sixth Form College and Catholic VA school. 
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