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Introduction
!
For the financial year 2014-2015, The Proud Trust and
Action Transport Theatre were successful in gaining funding
from Cheshire West and Chester Council in a joint bid from the
“Promoting Equality and Diversity Fund”.
Together, we are developing a pioneering primary schools
project around a new show called ‘Happily Ever After’ based on
the once banned book ‘King and King’ by Linda De Haan and
Stern Nijland, in which a fairytale prince falls in love with
another prince, they get married and live ‘happily ever after’.
A schools project will be delivered in eight primary schools in
Cheshire West in October 2014 involving a work in progress
visual, physical theatre performance with a wrap around, peerled workshop activity delivered by young lesbian, gay, bisexual
and trans people who have been trained as Peer Educators.
The schools project included a separate training day for
Cheshire West primary teachers delivered by The Proud Trust,
before the schools play and workshop delivery. This
training took place on Thursday 26 June 2014 and was
attended by 28 local primary school teachers.
Following a morning of intense training, delegates were tasked
with putting together a teaching programme for all primary year
groups using a selection of recommended children’s books (full
list in Appendix A), to promote diversity and challenge
homophobia. This resource pack is a culmination of that work in
the form of lesson plans, which we are delighted to share with
you.

!
Rachel Williams
Training Manager
The Proud Trust
theproudtrust.org

Reception

Book Chosen:
It’s Okay to Be Different
by Todd Parr
•

Aims:
To teach about diﬀerence and diversity

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

Students will be able to identify diﬀerences

•

Students will be able to understand diﬀerences

•

Students will appreciate diversity and diﬀerence

!
Anticipated Issues:
•

Talking partner discussions

ISBN 9780316043472

Stage

!
Introduction

!

Procedure

Discussion - Turn To Your Partner (TTYP):
What does being diﬀerent mean?

!
Feedback, randomly selecting pupils.

!
Activities

!

Read Book
Discussion – TTYP: How were the
characters diﬀerent? How are we
diﬀerent? Is being diﬀerent a good thing
or a bad thing? Why? Feedback

Assessment

!

Book

!

Body Map – Using one large “blank
body” sheet ask pupils to label how they
think people can be diﬀerent.

Body map sheet

ZigZag Book – make a zigzag book with
diﬀerent characters – How are the
characters diﬀerent? How are they the
same? How to make:

Paper

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rxDrnYV22H4

!

!
!
!
!
!

Resources

Labels

Coloured
pencils

!
!

Lollipop Characters – Make characters
using lollipop sticks and act out a story.

Lollipop sticks

Art Area – Paint a self-portrait for display.
How are we diﬀerent from each other,
how are we the same?

Paints
Paper

!

!

Revisit the ideas with the Body Map.

!
Do children understand “same” and
“diﬀerent”?

Craft materials

Blank body map
sheet

Year One

Book Chosen:
The Family Book
by Todd Parr
!
•

Aims:
For children to understand that families are diﬀerent

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

To be able to talk confidently about their own families

•

To be aware that other families may be diﬀerent to their own

•

To accept diﬀerences between families

!
Anticipated Issues:
•

A lost family member

•

Family break-up

•

Safeguarding issues identified through disclosure

ISBN 9780316070409

Stage

!

!

Procedure

Preparation

Homework Task – Make your own family
tree using pictures like the cover of book.

!

!

Introduction

Read Book

!
Family Tree - Share pre-picked family
trees from the class. How are they the
same, how are they diﬀerent?

!
Activities

!

Who Is In My Family? Children to use
diﬀerent media to demonstrate their
family.

!
What Do I Like To Do With My Family?
Write about what you like to do with your
family. TTYP: What do they like doing
with their family?

!
Homework Option: Make a holiday diary –
what did you do with your family during
the holidays?

!
Celebrations – Draw a picture of your
family celebrating an event. When does
your family celebrate? How do they
celebrate? Find a class member who
celebrates a diﬀerent event to your family.

!
Assessment

!

Revisit the family trees. Find a family that
looks diﬀerent to yours. Explore attitudes
to diﬀerence through discussion.

!

Resources

Blank Tree
sheets

!

Book

Year two

Book Chosen:
The Boy Who Cried Fabulous
by Leslea Newman
Aims:
•

To understand that “It’s OK to be me”

•

To appreciate diﬀerences in others

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

To understand that everybody is diﬀerent

!
Anticipated Issues:
•

Inappropriate comments

•

Safeguarding issues identified through disclosure

!

ISBN 9781582462240

!

Stage

Introduction

Procedure

!

Booktalk – Ask children to look at cover
of book. What might this book be about?
What does the word “fabulous” mean to
you?

!

Resources

Book

!
Read Book

!
Activities

!

Discussion – TTYP: •
about the book?

What do you like

• What do you think about the boy?
• What do you think about his
parents?
• Has the boy done anything wrong?
• What advice would you give the
boy?

!

Hot Seating – Ask children to “act” as
one of the characters and the rest of the
class ask them questions about what
happened in the book and how they feel.

!
Conscience Alley – Ask children to line up
in two lines. One student pretends to be
the boy from the book and seeks advice
from all others, making way through line.
What was the best advice? What would
they do next?

!
Who Is Fabulous? Using post-its to
encourage students to identify what
makes them fabulous. Is everybody
fabulous in some way?

Assessment

Observation of lesson
Post it note activity

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Post its
Pens

!
!

Year Three

Book Chosen:
Troll SWAP
by Leigh Hodgkinson
Aims:
•

To challenge gender stereotypes

•

To celebrate diﬀerences

•

To appreciate family

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

Students will be able to celebrate individuality

•

Recognise how gender stereotypes are often inaccurate

•

Reflect on how people are diﬀerent

•

Reflect on themselves as a person/family

!
Anticipated Issues:
•

Children’s preconceptions about stereotypes

ISBN 9780857631633

Stage

!
Introduction

!
Activities

!

Procedure

Group Discussion – What do we know
about children? What do we know about
trolls? Share ideas and make a class
record.

!

Read Book - Ongoing suggestions:

!

• After p1 - What will the cave be
like? After p3 – Surprised by the
troll house? Why?
• Explore attitude to troll comments
and thought bubble trolls feelings.
• Introduce Tabitha Lumpit. In pairs
come up with ending to sentence –
“Most little boys…” and “Most little
girls…”
• Explore author’s diﬀerent use of
text/font for each character.
• In pairs using “swappingly” as
example, create own nonsense
words.

Hot Seating – ask children to wear deely
boppers to be “in character” explore the
feelings of the characters throughout.
Conscience Alley – Ask children to line up
in two lines. One side in favour of
characters “swapped lives”, the other
“swapped back”. What life will they
choose? Why?

!
Assessment

!

Resources

Large paper
sheets
Pens

!
Book

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Deely boppers

!
!
!
!

!

!

Celebrating Being Me – Using photo of
self or self-portrait ask children to “mindmap” themselves. Encourage diﬀerences,
family, individuality etc.

Photo

!

Discussion/feedback on last activity.

Coloured
pencils
Paper

Year FOUR

Book Chosen:
Something Else
by Kathryn Cave and Chris Riddell
Aims:
•

To include everybody

•

To accept and respect each other’s diﬀerences

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

To accept and respect each other’s similarities and diﬀerences

•

To understand how it makes people feel when they are left out

•

That it is positive to be diﬀerent and be interested in diﬀerent things

!
Anticipated Issues:
• Issues around children’s sense of belonging and self-esteem
• Inappropriate words

ISBN 9780141338675

Stage

!

!

Procedure

Introduction

Group activity – In a circle and using a
ball of wool ask students to pass the
wool on, linking them to somebody else
using an example of “in common”.
Repeat activity using example of
something that is “diﬀerent”.

!

!

Activities

Read Book

!
Using a “Feelings Fan” explore the
characters feelings at various times
throughout the story with individual
feedback.

!

Resources

Ball of wool

!
Book

!
Feelings Fan:

!
Group Discussion – In small groups
explore why the others treated him this
way. How did it make him feel?

!
Drama – Act out scenarios of friendship
issues and how it feels when people get
left out.

!
How To Be A Good Friend – Children will
design a poster that explores what it is to
be a good friend and what happens when
people get left out.

!
Assessment

!

Exploration and observation of how more
accepting children are of others in the
class.

!
!
!
!
!
Paper
Coloured
pencils

Year five

Book Chosen:
Some People Have Two Dads
by Luca Panzini and Fabri Kramer
Aims:
•

To discuss diﬀerent families

•

To discuss same-sex relationships

•

Recognising homophobia and taking action

!
Learning Outcomes:
•

Students will be able to recognise homophobia

•

Students will be able to challenge homophobia

!
Anticipated Issues:
•

Potential for negative responses from parents - though there is
legislation, policy and Ofsted support to do this work.

!
ISBN 9781478383659

Stage

!

Procedure

!

Resources

Introduction

What Does a Family Look Like? Whole
class discussion about diﬀerent family
set-ups.

!

!

!

!

!

Question Time – Following the book
encourage children to ask anonymous
questions using post-it notes. Discussion
from questions.

Post-it notes

Activities

Read Book

!
Role Play – Scenario – A few years have
passed and Daisy, the daughter in the
book, has moved to your school and you
have become her “buddy”. She is happy
initially but then becomes quiet and
withdrawn. She tells you she is being
picked on because she has two dads.
•
•
•
•
•
•

!

What is bullying?
Why do people bully?
What can they say to Daisy?
How can they help?
What will the teacher say?
What will they say to bullies?

Ask students to prepare an action plan of
what they would do to help Daisy.

!
Assessment

!

Can children recognise bullying? Can
they intervene?

Book

Pencils

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Paper and
pencils

Year six (part one)

Book Chosen:
William’s Doll
by Charlotte Zolotow
•

•
•

Aims:
To respect diﬀerences
Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to gender stereotypes
Students will know that everyone has the right to choose to do
whatever they want to do

!
•

Anticipated Issues:
Students may already have “fixed” ideas on gender expectations
learned from generational/cultural upbringing

ISBN 9780064430678

Stage

!

Procedure

!

Resources

Introduction

Group Discussion – Gender Expectations.
What activities do we expect boys and
girls to do? Feedback.

!

!

!

!

!
!
!
!

Read Book

Book

!

!
!
!
!
!

Activities

Agree / Disagree / Not Sure – Ask
children to show their opinions based on
a set of given statements, e.g. “Girls
should not play football”, “Cars are toys
for boys”, etc.

Group Discussion:
•
•
•
•

!

What do you think of the story?
What makes you like the toys and
activities that you do?
Should William be allowed a doll?
How would William be treated if he
were a student at this school?

Poster Wish List – Ask student to draw
themselves on a poster. On half they are
doing activities that they currently enjoy.
On the other half they are doing activities
that they would like to try.

!
Assessment

!

To establish the children’s position on
expectations on boys and girls through
discussion activities.

Statements

!
Paper
Coloured
pencils

Year six (part two)

Book Chosen:
My Uncle’s Wedding
by Eric Ross
Aims:!
•!

Children will understand that families are different!

•!

To explore opposite and same-sex relationships and marriage!

•!

Acceptance of difference!

!
Learning Outcomes:!
•!

Students can identify that families are different!

•!

Students can identify that all marriages and weddings are different!

!
Anticipated Issues:!
•!
!

Parental concerns, though there is legislation, policy and Ofsted !
support to do this work.!

•!

Inappropriate vocabulary from children on this topic!

ISBN 9781456531034

Stage

!
Introduction

Procedure

!

What Is expected of a wedding? Children
to draw a spider diagram of all the
elements that make up a wedding.

!

Resources

Paper
Pencils

!
What are weddings for? Have the
children been to one?

!
Activities

!

!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Read Book
Whole Group Discussion: • How is the
wedding in the book similar or diﬀerent to
one they have been to or seen?

!

•
•
•
•
•

Why did the two men get married?
What does a family look like?
What makes a good relationship?
What makes a good marriage?
Do they know any same-sex
couples? Have they seen any on TV?

!

Diary Entry – Children to complete a diary
entry that imagines they were at the
wedding in the book and begins “At the
weekend I went to my Uncle’s
wedding…”

!
Assessment

!

Evaluation of the discussions held and
their diary entries. Consider follow up
work if necessary.

Book

Paper
Pens

APPENDIX A
Here is a full list of the books available to the primary school teachers tasked with
developing the lesson plans that have become this resource.

!
1
The Family Book
by Todd Carr
ISBN 9780316070409
2

!
!
!
!

The Diﬀerent Dragon
by Jennifer Bryan
ISBN 9780967446868

3
10,000 Dresses
by Marcus Ewert
ISBN 9781583228500
4

!
The Sissy Duckling
by Harvey Fierstein
ISBN 9781416903130

5

!
!
If I Had a Hundred Mummies
by Vanda Carter
ISBN 9780906500910

6

!
!

William’s Doll
by Charlotte Zolotow
ISBN 9780064430678

!
!

7

Who’s In A Family
by Robert Skutch
ISBN 9781883672669

!

8

It’s Okay to Be Diﬀerent
by Todd Parr
ISBN 9780316043472
9

10

11

!
!

!
And Tango Makes Three
by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell
.ISBN 9780689878459

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

My Uncle’s Wedding
by Eric Ross
ISBN 9781456531034

!
The Boy Who Cried Fabulous
by Leslea Newman
ISBN 9781582462240

12
Picnic in the Park
by Joe Griﬃths and Tony Pilgrim
ISBN 1905664087

13
The Princesses Have a Ball
by Teresa Bateman
ISBN 0807566284

14
King and King
by Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland
ISBN 9781582460611

15
Oliver Button is a Sissy
by Tomie dePaola
ISBN 9780156681407

16
Mom and Mum are Getting
Married! by Ken Setterington
ISBN 1896764843

17
Something Else
by Kathryn Cave and Chriss Riddell
ISBN 9780141338675

18
My Princess Boy
by Cheryl Kilodavis
ISBN 9781442429888

19

!
The Story of Ferdinand
by Munro Leaf
ISBN 9780448456942

20

!
!
!

Troll Swap
by Leigh Hodgkinson
ISBN 9780857631633

21
Some People Have Two Dads
by Luca Panzini and Fabri Kramer
ISBN 9781478383659

22

!
!

The Crocodile Who Didn’t Like
Water by Gemma Merino
ISBN 9781447214717

